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1.	
  History	
  of	
  the	
  Master’s	
  Degree	
  Consortium	
  of	
  Writing	
  Studies	
  Specialists	
  
	
  
	
   The	
  Master’s	
  Degree	
  Consortium	
  convened	
  its	
  first	
  annual	
  meeting	
  on	
  
Wednesday,	
  March	
  21,	
  at	
  the	
  Conference	
  on	
  College	
  Composition	
  and	
  Communication	
  
convention	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  City.	
  Led	
  by	
  founding	
  officers	
  Peter	
  Vandenberg,	
  Seth	
  Kahn,	
  
Heidi	
  Estrem,	
  and	
  Jennifer	
  Beech,	
  the	
  early	
  meetings	
  explored	
  the	
  interests,	
  goals,	
  and	
  
needs	
  shared	
  among	
  North	
  American	
  MA	
  and	
  MS-­‐granting	
  programs	
  focused	
  on	
  writing	
  
studies,	
  composition	
  and	
  rhetoric,	
  and	
  technical	
  and	
  professional	
  communication.	
  The	
  
Consortium	
  has	
  met	
  annually	
  at	
  the	
  last	
  seven	
  CCCC	
  Conventions.	
  At	
  the	
  2011	
  meeting	
  
in	
  Atlanta,	
  Ga.,	
  John	
  Dunn	
  and	
  Derek	
  Mueller	
  were	
  elected	
  as	
  co-­‐chairs,	
  assuming	
  
leadership	
  responsibilities	
  handled	
  previously	
  by	
  Vandenberg	
  and	
  beginning	
  a	
  three-­‐
year	
  term.	
  In	
  recent	
  years,	
  the	
  Consortium	
  has	
  undertaken	
  a	
  comprehensive,	
  crowd-­‐
sourced	
  roster-­‐building	
  initiative,	
  which	
  established	
  a	
  roster	
  of	
  192	
  MA	
  and	
  MS	
  
programs;	
  conducted	
  a	
  27-­‐question	
  survey	
  member	
  institutions,	
  which	
  yielded	
  82	
  
responses;	
  and	
  appointed	
  seven	
  new	
  members	
  to	
  its	
  Executive	
  Board.	
  	
  
	
   Currently	
  there	
  are	
  179	
  MA	
  and	
  MS	
  programs	
  on	
  the	
  membership	
  roster	
  (see	
  
http://www.mdcwss.com/directory/	
  for	
  a	
  complete	
  listing;	
  also	
  attached).	
  
	
  
Description/Mission	
  Statement	
  

Master’s	
  degree	
  programs	
  wholly	
  or	
  partially	
  focused	
  on	
  writing	
  studies,	
  
composition	
  and	
  rhetoric,	
  or	
  technical	
  and	
  professional	
  communication	
  serve	
  a	
  variety	
  
of	
  needs	
  for	
  local	
  and	
  regional	
  student	
  populations	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  institutional	
  and	
  
community	
  stakeholders,	
  needs	
  that	
  are	
  often	
  distinct	
  from	
  undergraduate	
  and	
  doctoral	
  
programs.	
  The	
  Master’s	
  Degree	
  Consortium	
  of	
  Writing	
  Studies	
  Specialists	
  has	
  met	
  
annually	
  at	
  CCCC	
  since	
  2007;	
  its	
  goals	
  are	
  defined	
  primarily	
  by	
  the	
  needs	
  and	
  demands	
  
of	
  faculty,	
  graduate	
  students,	
  and	
  instructional	
  staff	
  working	
  in	
  MA	
  and	
  MS-­‐granting	
  
programs	
  related	
  to	
  writing	
  studies,	
  composition	
  and	
  rhetoric,	
  or	
  technical	
  and	
  
professional	
  communication.	
  The	
  Consortium	
  serves	
  as	
  a	
  clearinghouse	
  and	
  advocacy	
  
network	
  to	
  strengthen	
  programs,	
  support	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  new	
  programs,	
  promote	
  
the	
  value	
  of	
  the	
  Master’s	
  degree,	
  foster	
  effective	
  articulation	
  between	
  Master’s-­‐only	
  
programs	
  and	
  PhD	
  programs	
  in	
  writing	
  studies,	
  help	
  undergraduate	
  advisors	
  direct	
  
students	
  to	
  Master’s	
  programs,	
  and	
  sponsor	
  dialogue	
  with	
  and	
  among	
  the	
  Consortium	
  
of	
  Doctoral	
  Programs,	
  the	
  Association	
  of	
  Undergraduate	
  Rhetoric	
  and	
  Writing	
  Studies	
  
Majors,	
  and	
  the	
  Two-­‐Year	
  College	
  English	
  Association	
  (TYCA).	
  
	
  
The	
  Consortium	
  has	
  

• Conducted	
  the	
  2012	
  Survey	
  of	
  Programs,	
  a	
  27-­‐question,	
  IRB-­‐approved	
  
international	
  survey	
  that	
  yielded	
  a	
  response	
  rate	
  of	
  45.8%.	
  The	
  report	
  is	
  
available	
  at	
  http://www.mdcwss.com/2012-­‐survey-­‐of-­‐programs/.	
  

• Established	
  and	
  maintained	
  a	
  web	
  presence	
  at	
  http://www.mdcwss.com/,	
  which	
  
includes	
  an	
  interactive	
  map	
  featuring	
  the	
  geolocations	
  of	
  the	
  member	
  programs.	
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• Hosted	
  and	
  maintained	
  a	
  listserv,	
  mwriting-­‐L@mdcwss.com,	
  which	
  has	
  65	
  
subscribers.	
  

• Organized	
  and	
  successfully	
  proposed	
  cross-­‐consortia	
  panels	
  (i.e.,	
  panels	
  with	
  
representatives	
  from	
  the	
  four	
  groups	
  listed	
  above)	
  at	
  the	
  2012	
  and	
  2013	
  CCCC.	
  

• Served	
  in	
  a	
  consulting	
  capacity	
  for	
  faculty	
  involved	
  in	
  emerging	
  MA	
  programs	
  at	
  
Seton	
  Hall	
  University	
  (NJ)	
  and	
  Coventry	
  University	
  (UK).	
  

	
  
The	
  Consortium	
  is	
  working	
  on	
  

• Drafting	
  a	
  proposal	
  for	
  a	
  special	
  section	
  of	
  a	
  journal	
  devoted	
  to	
  issues	
  affecting	
  
MA	
  and	
  MS	
  programs,	
  which	
  will	
  be	
  circulated	
  and	
  discussed	
  among	
  the	
  board	
  in	
  
January	
  2014	
  and	
  voted	
  on	
  at	
  the	
  2014	
  annual	
  meeting.	
  

• Developing	
  a	
  white	
  paper	
  on	
  recommended	
  program	
  website	
  features	
  in	
  
response	
  to	
  a	
  member	
  request	
  at	
  the	
  2013	
  annual	
  meeting.	
  

• Increasing	
  its	
  visibility	
  following	
  the	
  release	
  of	
  the	
  Report	
  on	
  the	
  2012	
  Survey	
  of	
  
Programs.	
  In	
  the	
  six	
  months	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  release	
  of	
  the	
  report	
  on	
  the	
  website	
  and	
  
on	
  the	
  WPA-­‐l	
  listserv	
  (Aug.	
  2012-­‐Jan.	
  2013),	
  the	
  Consortium	
  website	
  averaged	
  
1539	
  visits	
  per	
  month.	
  In	
  the	
  five	
  months	
  after	
  the	
  posting	
  of	
  the	
  report,	
  the	
  
website	
  averaged	
  4620	
  visits	
  per	
  month,	
  a	
  more	
  than	
  300%	
  increase	
  in	
  traffic.	
  
The	
  PDF	
  version	
  of	
  the	
  report	
  hosted	
  in	
  Scribd	
  has	
  received	
  more	
  than	
  1500	
  
reads	
  and	
  embed	
  views	
  since	
  it	
  was	
  posted	
  in	
  February	
  2012.	
  	
  

• Establishing	
  an	
  annual	
  award	
  for	
  innovative	
  course	
  design	
  in	
  an	
  MA	
  or	
  MS	
  
program.	
  	
  

	
  
Proposed	
  Bylaws	
  

The	
  Master’s	
  Degree	
  Consortium	
  of	
  Writing	
  Studies	
  Specialists	
  operates	
  via	
  the	
  
following	
  bylaws:	
  	
  

	
  
Officers’	
  Terms	
  of	
  Service	
  
● The	
  Chair(s)	
  will	
  serve	
  for	
  a	
  three-­‐year	
  term	
  in	
  office.	
  
● Members	
  of	
  the	
  Executive	
  Board	
  will	
  serve	
  for	
  three-­‐year	
  terms	
  in	
  office.	
  
	
  
Among	
  other	
  responsibilities,	
  the	
  Chair(s):	
  	
  

• Serves	
  as	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Consortium’s	
  Executive	
  Board	
  
• Organizes	
  topical	
  program	
  portion	
  of	
  the	
  annual	
  meeting	
  at	
  the	
  CCCC.	
  	
  
• Creates	
  and	
  circulates	
  an	
  Agenda	
  for	
  the	
  annual	
  meeting	
  at	
  the	
  CCCC.	
  	
  
• Organizes	
  occasional	
  Consortium	
  sessions	
  at	
  the	
  CCCC.	
  	
  
• Serves	
  as	
  the	
  point	
  person/spokesperson	
  for	
  the	
  Consortium.	
  	
  
• Serves	
  as	
  the	
  primary	
  liaison	
  to	
  the	
  CCCC.	
  	
  
• Appoints	
  a	
  representative	
  to	
  attend	
  the	
  non-­‐CCCC	
  stakeholder	
  groups	
  with	
  an	
  

interest	
  in	
  writing.	
  	
  
• Checks	
  with	
  nominees	
  determine	
  their	
  willingness	
  to	
  have	
  their	
  name	
  placed	
  on	
  

the	
  ballot.	
  	
  
• Oversees	
  voting	
  for	
  Consortium	
  leadership	
  positions.	
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• Serves	
  as	
  the	
  Secretary	
  of	
  the	
  Consortium,	
  taking	
  informal	
  notes	
  at	
  the	
  annual	
  
meeting.	
  	
  

• Serves	
  as	
  the	
  Liaison	
  to	
  the	
  Association	
  of	
  Undergraduate	
  Rhetoric	
  and	
  Writing	
  
Majors.	
  	
  

• Posts	
  notices	
  of	
  the	
  Consortium	
  meeting	
  at	
  the	
  CCCC	
  on	
  all	
  relevant	
  listservs	
  to	
  
encourage	
  attendance	
  at	
  these	
  meetings.	
  	
  

• Serves	
  as	
  a	
  Liaison	
  with	
  the	
  Newcomers	
  Committee	
  	
  
• Serves	
  as	
  a	
  Liaison	
  to	
  the	
  Consortium	
  of	
  Doctoral	
  Programs	
  in	
  Rhetoric	
  and	
  

Composition.	
  	
  
• Posts	
  information	
  about	
  Consortium	
  issues/conversations	
  on	
  relevant	
  listservs	
  to	
  

encourage	
  input	
  from	
  the	
  broadest	
  possible	
  spectrum	
  of	
  members.	
  	
  
• Serves	
  as	
  liaisons	
  to	
  appropriate	
  CCCC	
  graduate-­‐student	
  groups.	
  	
  
• Updates	
  membership	
  lists.	
  	
  
• Updates	
  and	
  coordinates	
  Consortium	
  website:	
  <http://www.mdcwss.com>	
  	
  
• Updates	
  and	
  coordinates	
  Consortium	
  listserv:	
  <mwriting-­‐L>.	
  	
  

	
  
Election	
  of	
  Officers	
  
	
   The	
  Master’s	
  Degree	
  Consortium	
  of	
  Writing	
  Studies	
  Specialists	
  seeks	
  
membership	
  from	
  faculty	
  of	
  any	
  rank	
  affiliated	
  with	
  or	
  interested	
  in	
  Master’s	
  degree	
  
programs	
  specializing	
  in	
  rhetoric,	
  composition,	
  or	
  writing	
  studies.	
  Members	
  may	
  declare	
  
their	
  membership	
  by	
  attending	
  the	
  Consortium’s	
  annual	
  meeting	
  at	
  the	
  Conference	
  on	
  
College	
  Composition	
  and	
  Communication	
  or	
  by	
  contacting	
  the	
  Consortium	
  Chair(s).	
  
Members	
  of	
  the	
  Consortium	
  who	
  are	
  also	
  current	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  NCTE	
  may	
  seek	
  
leadership	
  roles	
  in	
  the	
  organization.	
  Nominations	
  for	
  positions	
  of	
  Chair	
  and	
  membership	
  
on	
  the	
  Executive	
  Board	
  will	
  be	
  taken	
  via	
  announcements	
  on	
  the	
  Consortium	
  mailing	
  list	
  
and	
  other	
  electronic	
  forums	
  within	
  the	
  profession	
  (WPA-­‐L,	
  etc.).	
  The	
  Chair	
  contacts	
  
nominees	
  to	
  verify	
  interest,	
  reminding	
  nominees	
  about	
  the	
  responsibilities	
  and	
  duties	
  of	
  
the	
  office.	
  Voting	
  will	
  be	
  done	
  at	
  the	
  annual	
  meeting.	
  	
  
	
  
2012-­‐2013	
  Officers	
  
	
  
Co-­‐chairs	
  (NCTE	
  members)	
  
● John	
  S.	
  Dunn,	
  Jr.,	
  Eastern	
  Michigan	
  University	
  	
  
● Derek	
  Mueller,	
  Eastern	
  Michigan	
  University	
  
	
  
Executive	
  Board	
  (all	
  NCTE	
  members)	
  
● David	
  Beard,	
  University	
  of	
  Minnesota-­‐Duluth	
  
● André	
  Buchenot,	
  Indiana	
  University-­‐Purdue	
  University,	
  Indianapolis	
  	
  
● Lanette	
  Cadle,	
  Missouri	
  State	
  University	
  	
  
● Rebecca	
  Jackson,	
  Texas	
  State	
  University-­‐San	
  Marcos	
  	
  
● Moriah	
  McCracken,	
  St.	
  Edward’s	
  University	
  
● Lisa	
  Meloncon,	
  University	
  of	
  Cincinnati	
  	
  
● Tricia	
  Serviss,	
  Auburn	
  University	
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Executive	
  Board	
  Alumni	
  
● Jennifer	
  Beech,	
  University	
  of	
  Tennessee	
  at	
  Chattanooga	
  	
  
● Heidi	
  Estrem,	
  Boise	
  State	
  University	
  (Founding	
  Chair)	
  
● 	
  Seth	
  Kahn,	
  West	
  Chester	
  University	
  of	
  Pennsylvania	
  	
  
● Peter	
  Vandenberg,	
  DePaul	
  University	
  
	
  
Agendas	
  and	
  Minutes	
  

Copies	
  from	
  the	
  past	
  two	
  years	
  are	
  attached.	
  
	
  
Membership	
  List	
  	
  
	
   See	
  attached.	
  



www.mdcwss.com 

 
2012 Annual Meeting - Agenda 

 
Wednesday, March 21, 2012 
6:30-8:30 p.m., St. Louis, Mo. 
 
1. Welcome and update on past year's activities (Derek Mueller, derek.mueller@emich.edu) 

Spring 2011 web site transition 
Summer 2011 roster-building initiative 
Fall 2011 preliminary mapping effort 
 

2. Discussion of 2012 Survey of Programs (John Dunn, jdunnjr@emich.edu) 
 
3. Introduction of new executive board members (Mueller) 
 David Beard, University of Minnesota-Duluth 

André Buchenot, Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis 
Lanette Cadle, Missouri State University 
Rebecca Jackson, Texas State University-San Marcos 
Lisa Meloncon, University of Cincinnati 
Tricia Serviss, Auburn University 

 
4. Discussion of new business for 2012-2013 
 Addition of graduate student representative to Executive Board 

Web hosting 
 mwriting-L listserv 
 Survey of Programs report 
  
Possible initiatives 
 Consulting/external review framework 
 Annual award (e.g., for course design) 
 Fundraising (e.g., pay-as-you-can Paypal drive) 
 Program profile series 
 














